
THE PEOPLE’S YEAR OF RICE 
ACTION  

 

PESTICIDE ACTION NETWORK 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What is YORA? 
 
 YORA stands for the Year of Rice Action. It will 
be one whole year of activities dedicated to 
saving the rice of Asia. 

 
2. When and where will YORA be 
celebrated? 
 
 YORA activities will be held at various times 
during the year from 4 April 2009 to 4 April 2010 
in 14 countries in Asia: China, Japan, Korea, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, India, 
Pakistan, Nepal, and Bangladesh. 
 

3. Why do we need to have YORA? 

 
 Most of the three billion people (half the 
world’s population) who depend on rice as their 
staple food live in Asia. YORA is needed because 
rice is the life of Asia and it is under severe 
threat. The Rice Crisis of 2008 was a huge wake-
up call for everyone - Asia is losing its food 
security and sovereignty! Small-scale rural rice 
farmers, who have sustained our rice production 
using ecologically safe cultivation methods for 
centuries, have been systematically wiped out 
over recent decades by corporate agriculture and 
destructive agricultural and trade policies. Our 
small organic rice fields have been replaced by 
industrial rice farms filled with synthetic 
fertilizers and poisonous chemical pesticides 
while precious rice lands have been lost to 
special economic zones, development projects 
and plantations. Furthermore, our local native 
rice varieties have been replaced by corporate-
owned hybrid and high-input varieties. Very soon, 
genetically engineered rice (which is hazardous to 
human health and the environment) will be 
commercially produced unless we stop this from 
happening. The only way to save our rice heritage  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and our food sovereignty is for us to defend our 
rice Together. 
 

4. What is the theme of YORA? 
 
 The theme of YORA is “Rice for Life and 
Livelihood” - this reflects the importance of rice 
to the lives and livelihoods of the people of Asia. 
“Rice for Life” represents the cultural, spiritual 
and nutritional significance of rice to Asia. It also 
implies that rice must be safe for farmers to 
grow, safe for the environment, and safe for 
consumers to eat.  “Rice for Livelihood” refers to 
the rights of small rice farmers all over Asia to 
sustainable livelihoods. These farmers are 
struggling to survive against all odds, namely in 
the form of trade liberalization, so-called 
development projects, cash crop and agrofuel 
plantations, corporate control of agriculture and 
seeds, loss of rice lands, and climate change.  

 
5. What are the calls of YORA? 
 
 Embedded in the theme “Rice for Life and 
Livelihood” are the following calls: 
 

• Save the Rice of Asia! 
 

• Rice Security and Rice Sovereignty for Asia! 
 

• Safe Rice for All! 
 

• Preserve Native Rice Varieties! 
 

• NO Patents on Rice Seeds! 
 

• NO to Genetically Engineered Rice! 
 

• Save our Rice Lands! 
 

• Assert the Food Sovereignty of Our Small  Rice 
Farmers! 

 

• Assert the Food Sovereignty of Rice Consumers! 
 

• Organic Rice for All! 
 

• Close down the International Rice Research 
Institute – 50 Years of IRRI is Enough!* 

 

 

YORA: Frequently 
Asked Questions 



 

 

*On 4 April 2010, IRRI will be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary, but we are calling for it to be closed 
because it was largely instrumental in bringing 
about the Green Revolution in Asia. The Green 
Revolution has turned out to be a colossal failure 
which has plunged our small rice farmers into 
debt and abject poverty, poisoned our rice fields, 
supplanted our local rice varieties, destroyed our 
rice sovereignty, and turned control over rice 
production to agribusiness corporations. 

6. Who is organizing YORA? 
 
 The Save Our Rice Campaign* of Pesticide 
Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PAN AP). 
This campaign has network partners in 14 
countries in Asia. In each of the 14 countries, 
‘anchor partner organizations’ will be organizing 
various YORA activities with their own local 
network partners at different times throughout 
the year.  
 
*In 2003, PAN AP launched the Save Our Rice 
Campaign in recognition of the crucial 
importance of rice to Asia. The foundation of the 
Campaign is the "Five Pillars of Rice Wisdom":  
 
1) Rice Culture,  
 
2) Community Wisdom, 
 
3) Biodiversity-based Ecological Agriculture, 
 
4) Safe Food and  
 
5) Food Sovereignty.  
 
The Campaign is dedicated to saving traditional 
local rice, small rice farmers, rice lands and the 
rice heritage of Asia through defending and 
advancing the cultural and food sovereignty of 
the grassroots and opposing the powerful threats 
to rice. 
 

7. What activities are expected 
during YORA? 
 
 The various activities in the respective 
countries will include (but are not limited to): 
mass mobilizations, seminars, workshops, rice 
festivals, training, competitions, and exhibitions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

8. How does YORA concern me? 
 
 Asian or non-Asian, if you eat rice, then YORA 
definitely concerns you. YORA calls for enough 
rice for you and your family, rice that is 
affordable, rice that is tasty and safe to eat, rice 
for your festivals, rice for your rituals, rice for 
your life and rice for your livelihood. Rice is our 
heritage and we have to unite together to protect 
this heritage. So EVERYONE is called to 
participate.  
 
The most important thing to remember is that 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. YOU CAN SAVE THE 
RICE OF ASIA. But if you don’t do anything, then 
we will lose our rice heritage. 
 

9. How can I be part of YORA? 
 
 Below is a directory of our anchor organizations 
in the 14 YORA countries. Please get in touch 
with the organization in your country to be a part 
of its YORA activities. A matrix of all the 
activities in the different countries is available at 
our YORA webpage: http://www.panap.net/yora 
and a YOUTH ON YORA video can be viewed on 
YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=630otuI0Ocw. 
 
 You can also contribute to the YORA campaign 
through suggestions, articles, songs, drawings or 
other compositions, or even donate money.  
Please write to us at panap@panap.net. 
 

10. What are the YORA anchor 
organizations in the different 
countries? 
 
 See overleaf for the list of anchor organizations 
in each country. 

 
 
 



SOUTH ASIA 
BANGLADESH 
1. Sikkha Sastha Unnayon Karzakram 
(SHISUK/ Education, Health and 
Development Program) 
Sakiul Millat Morshed, Executive Director 
Tel: +88 01713037796  
Fax: +88 029126235 
infocenter@shisuk.org  
ed.shisuk@gmail.com 
 
2. Bangladesh Resource Centre for 
Indigenous Knowledge (BARCIK) 
Sukanta Sen, Executive Director 
Tel.: +88 029132372, +88 01725696855 
barcik@barcik-bd.org  
sukanta88@yahoo.com 
http://www.barcik-bd.org  
 
INDIA  
Andhra Pradesh 
National Coordination Andhra 
Pradesh Vyarusaya Vruthidarula 
Union (APVVU / A Federation of 
Agricultural Workers, Marginal 
Farmers, Fisher Folks and Forest 
Workers)   
Poguri Chennaiah, Secretary 
Tel: +91 8572228592 
Fax: +91 8572230804  
apvvu98@gmail.com 
 
Kerala 
THANAL  
Usha Jayakumar, Executive Director   
Tel/Fax: +91 4712727150 
thanal@vsnl.com  
ushathanal@gmail.com 
http://thanal.org 
 
Kolkata 
Society For Equitable Voluntary 
Actions (SEVA) 
Chandan Mukherjee, Founder Member  
Telefax: +91 25785590/ 25789762/ 
25776365  
seva@cal2.vsnl.net.in  
sevakolkata@gmail.com 
http://www.sevakolkata.org/ 
 
Orissa 
Living Farms   
Debjeet Sarangi, Secretary  
Tel: +91 6742430176 
Mobile: +91 9938582616 
livingfarms@gmail.com 
http://www.living-farms.org  
 
Tamil Nadu 
1. Society for Rural Education and 
Development (SRED)  
Fatima Burnad, Director  
Tel:+91 44 42170702/ 42170703,  
Fax: +91 44 42170702 
burnadfatima@gmail.com  
tnwforum@gmail.com 
 
2. Kudumbam - LEISA Network   
Oswald Quintal, Director  
Tel: +91 4312 331842/ 331879 
Fax: +91 4312 332175 
kudumbamtry@eth.net 
kudumbamtry@yahoo.co.in                                      
http://www.leisa.info 
 
Uttarakhand 
Beej Bachao Andolan (Save Seeds 
Movement) 

Vijay Jardhari, Chief Activist  
Mobile: +91 9411777758 
vijayjardhari@gmail.com  
http://www.bba.prayaga.org/  
 
NEPAL 
All Nepal Peasants' Federation 
(ANPFa)  
Balram Banskota, Deputy Secretary 
General  
Tel: +977 14288404 
Fax: +977 14288403 
anpfa@anpfa.org.np  balram@anpfa.org.np 
http://www.anpfa.org.np/ 
 
PAKISTAN 
1. Lok Sanjh Foundation  
Muhammad Asim Yasin, Managing 
Director  
Tel: +9251 2101043 
Fax: +9251 2210395 
lok_sanjh@yahoo.com  
asimyasin786@yahoo.com 
http://www.loksanjh.org/ 
 
2. Khoj-Society for People's 
Education  
Nasira Habib, Director 
Tel. +9242 7498281/ 7498269 
nasira@khoj.edu.pk mail@khoj.edu.pk  
http://www.khoj.edu.pk 
 
SRI LANKA 
Vikalpani National Women's 
Federation  
Hewagallage Chandrawathi, National 
Coordinator 
Tel/ Fax: +94 112744160 
vikalpani@yahoo.com  
vikalpani@sltnet.lk 
 
EAST ASIA 
CHINA 
Pesticide Eco-Alternatives Center 
Yunnan (PEAC) 
Rongping Kuang, Executive Director 
Tel: +86 8715656769  
Fax: +86 8715656373 
Rongping.kuang@gmail.com 
 
KOREA  
Consumers Korea  
Haekyung Woo 
Tel: +822 7358907/ 7395530  
Fax: +822 7365514  
jokim@consumerskorea.org  
bellina55@hanmail.net 
cacpk@consumerskorea.org 
http://www.cacpk.org/main_index.php 
 
JAPAN 
NO! GMO Campaign  
Michiyo Koketsu, Ryoko Shimizu and 
Koa Tasaka 
Tel: +813 33257861  
Fax: +813 33257955 
ryoko-s@prics.net   
office@Qgmo-iranai.org 
tasaka@krb.biglobe.ne.jp 
http://www.gmo-free-regions.org/gmr-
free-regions/japan.html 
 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 
CAMBODIA 
Cambodian Center for Study and 
Development in Agriculture (CEDAC) 
Kim Than Yi 
Mobile: +855 12998655  

Fax: +855 23885416 
cedac@online.com.kh  
kimthan@online.com.kh 
http://www.cedac.org.kh 
 
INDONESIA 
1. Aliansi Gerakan Reforma Agraria 
(AGRA/ Alliance of Agrarian Reform 
Movement) 
Erpan Faryadi, Secretary General 
Tel: +62 226611419, +62 81320460079 
irfan_agra@yahoo.com   
agra.indonesia@gmail.com 
 
2. Koalisi Rakyat Untuk Kedaulatan 
Pangan (KRKP/ Indonesia Food 
Sovereignty Network)  
Witoro, National Coordinator 
Tel/ Fax: +62 2518423752  
admin@krkp.org  witoro@krkp.org 
krkp@indo.net.id http://www.krkp.org   
 
MALAYSIA 
Southeast Asian Council for Food 
Security and Fair Trade (SEACON)  
Anni Mitin 
Tel/ Fax: +60 377259984 
indrani.thuraisingham@gmail.com  
annie@seacouncil.org seacon@tm.net.my 
http://www.seacouncil.org 
 
Sabah, East Malaysia 
Partners of Community Organisations 
(PACOS) 
Anne Lasimbang, Executive Director  
Mary Giun, Socio Economic Program 
Coordinator 
Tel: +60 88712518 
Fax: +60 88718669 
admin@pacostrust.org 
annelasimbang@yahoo.com.sg  
marygiun@yahoo.com.my 
 
Sarawak, East Malaysia   
Sarawak Dayak Iban Association 
(SADIA)  
Nicholas Mujah ak Ason, Secretary 
General       
Mobile: +60 168946976 
sadiahq@gmail.com 
http://www.sadiakuching.org  
 
PHILIPPINES 
Resistance and Solidarity Against 
Agrochemical TNCs (RESIST) 
Rhoda Gueta  
Tel/ Fax: +632 9284184 
roda_g04@yahoo.com 
sect_resist@yahoo.com 
  
THAILAND 
Foundation of Reclaiming Rural 
Agriculture and Food Sovereignty 
Action (RRAFA)  
Varantorn Kaewtankam  
Tel: +662 9352981 
Fax: +662 9352980  
scktc@hotmail.com 
 
VIETNAM  
Center for Sustainable Rural 
Development (SRD)  
Hop Thi Bich Vu, Executive Director  
Tel: +844 39436678  
Fax: +844 39436649 
hop@srd.org.vn  
http://www.srd.org.vn 


